“Of One Origin, We”

Hebrews 1: 1-4; 2: 5-12

A Meditation for World Communion Sunday

 Anthropologists have now traced the beginnings of the human race to East Africa some 2 million years ago. From those early origins, our ancient ancestors migrated over time into Asia, Europe and the Americas. Yes, from all that I read, social scientists have reached a consensus - we human beings have a common origin.

 This is a truth that makes the state of human relationships in the world all the more disappointing. How is it that we have come to this point? We seem increasingly unable in our world today to recognize and appreciate our commonalities as human beings. 

 From a theological perspective, the psalmist of the Old Testament says we humans have been made “a little lower than the angels and crowned with glory and honor.” But, oh my, how far we seem from that description. 

 When we look at the world today, we often do not see human beings “crowned with glory and honor,” do we? On the contrary we see death, destruction, sin, misery, and disaster. We see wars between nations, and exploitation of one people by another. We do not see human beings living in relationship with one another but rather opposed to one another. People are not at peace either between one another or within their own being. Anxiety and stress fill many of our lives. We live suspicious of one another and untrusting of others who are different from us. We fear strangers and loathe those whose politics or religion is different from ours. Are we a little lower than the angels? Or are we barely above the minions of the evil one.

 Yes, when we take a look at humanity today, we wonder how did we, who all came from the same origin, end up so divided?

 On World Communion Sunday each year, Christians everywhere come together to hold forth a hope for change. We gather in communities of faith, recognizing the diversity of expressions our faith takes, yet longing to be one in Christ Jesus, for that is why God sent his Son among us – “that we might be one, even as he and the Father are one.” (John 17:21)

  This Father of whom Jesus spoke is the God mentioned by the writer of Hebrews today. This is the God who has been calling out to us wayward and warring creatures since our very beginning. Many and various are the ways this God has spoken, seeking to get our attention. Through the patriarchs and matriarchs of old; through the prophets. Yet, we would not heed the Voice that beckoned us back – back to the oneness that is at the core of our humanity.

 But then one day, Hebrews says, this God chose to speak to us in a new way – he chose to speak to us through his Son. God, the Father, gave his Son; His Son who was present with him at the beginning of time; the Son who is the very reflection of his image. And in his Son, the Father did not simply speak to us; he embodied his desire and hope for us humans.

 Of course, we know what humanity did to the Son. We rejected him. We crucified him. We killed him. In other words, we treated him in the same fashion we continue to treat one another. We human beings are good at destroying one another, aren’t we?

 But God, the Father, would not settle for such treatment for his Son being the last word about him. God would allow his Son to pass through the suffering of man’s inhumanity toward man, yes. But God would bring his Son through; God would bring his Son to the other side of death to new life. God would raise his Son up. 

 This is the way in which God would save us. This is the way God would seek to reunite the broken family we call humanity. He would give his own Son over to us – flesh of our flesh – to suffer and die. The author of Hebrews says it like this:

10Everything belongs to God, and all things were created by his power. So God did the right thing when he made Jesus perfect by suffering, as Jesus led many of God's children to be saved and to share in his glory. 11Jesus and the people he makes holy all belong to the same family. That is why he isn't ashamed to call them his brothers and sisters.(Hebrews 2: 10-11 CEV)
 And you see, here is the unbelievable result of God’s plan of salvation in his pioneering Son – it has made us all one family. Because of Jesus we all have one Father. And despite the fact that we human beings are guilty of crucifying the very Son of God, the Risen Son is nevertheless “not ashamed to call us brothers and sisters.” 

 Can you fathom that? Can you grasp a love so great that it will unashamedly set aside all the injuries and injustices of the past in order to heal and bring together a divided family?

Yet that is the essence of what God has done in his Son. Scientists may be able tell us that we have a common origin socially and biologically. But the Scriptures tell us that our common origin goes much deeper than that. Of one origin, are we, in the Divine.

 “The one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified have one Father,” states the author of Hebrews. 

We try to deny that, to push it aside and go on with our enmity toward one another. But God has spoken and will not let us. “In Jesus, you are all brothers and sisters,” says the Bible. And even if it is for just one day, one hour, one moment, we will live into spiritual truth at this table.

The Son who sanctifies – who makes holy – bids us come and dine here with a prayer for the healing of the nations, that we too might be made holy. Of one origin are we.

· Here there is neither Greek nor Jew, male nor female, slave nor free.

· Here all divisions must fall. 

· Here there must be no enemies, only friends. 

· Here there are no nationalities, only one Kingdom under God’s reign.

· Here there are no races, only one common humanity.

· Here, there is the hope of oneness in the broken body, shed blood and resurrection of Jesus.

So come to this table on this World Communion Sunday considering our common origin - not only in our humanity but also in the redeeming grace of God, in Christ Jesus. Amen.

L. Ted Smith

First Presbyterian Church

Cartersville, GA 

October 4, 2009

