“The Work of the Holy Spirit”

John 15: 26-27; 16: 1-15

 A family was headed out to church one Sunday morning. As they made their way to the car, the mom notice that her youngest son was jingling as he walked and as she looked at his pants pockets she noticed that both of them bulged. She asked, “Honey, why do you have so much change in your pockets?” The little boy replied, “I just want to make sure I have enough for admission.” Today is Penny-cost Sunday isn’t it?”

 Well, yes, it is. But like every Sunday, there is no admission charged here today. We are invited to freely worship God. And the God we are invited to worship today is the one true God we Christians have come to know in three persons – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. It is the third of these persons – the Holy Spirit - that we hold up for reverence on Pentecost. And it is good that we do. For historically, the Holy Spirit seems to get the short shrift among the Trinity.

 In The Apostle’s Creed, we state that we believe in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In regard to the Father, the creed affirms what we believe the work of the Father to be:

“I believe God the Father…almighty, maker of heaven and earth”

In regard to Jesus, the creed goes to great lengths to explain the work of the Son:

 “(I believe) in his Son our Lord, who as born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried, he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again from the dead and ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father…”

 However, this is what the creed says about the Holy Spirit:

“I believe in the Holy Ghost.” (period)

The Bible has so much more to tell us about the work of the Holy Spirit. I would like to invite you to look with me today at some of what the Bible has to say of the third person of the Trinity, whose coming upon the church with power and glory 2000 years ago we celebrate on this day called Pentecost. As we do so, maybe we will see a little more how the Holy Spirit can continue to work in our lives today.

 The text we have read today from John’s gospel is actually a pre-Pentecost passage of scripture. In these verses John uses his unique language to speak about the work of the Holy Spirit, who eventually descended with power on the disciples on Pentecost 50 days after Jesus rose again.

 The words Jesus speaks in this passage are delivered on the night before his crucifixion. It is part of Jesus’ Farwell Discourse – his “long goodbye.” John gives us a window into the hearts of Jesus and all his followers that night as they gathered in the upper room. And as Jesus anticipates his return to the Father, he says to his sorrowing disciples that he will not leave them alone and defenseless. Rather as he departs he will send the Holy Spirit to be with them in his absence. In the Gospel of John, the Holy Spirit is given a unique name, found nowhere else in the Bible. He is called the Paraclete.
 This is not the Paraclete – (will hold up a “yellow bird”) rather this is a parakeet.

This is not the Paraclete – (will hold up a “pair of cleats”) although these were helpful in C’ville High winning the State Championship in baseball yesterday.

 In John the Paraclete is the Holy Spirit. When one looks into the meaning of that uniquely Johannine word, a word that is variously translated into English, one gets a feel for the work of the Holy Spirit, how the Spirit of God operates in our lives. Here are three things we can discern from John about the work of the Holy Spirit. As the paraclete, the work of the Holy Spirit is, first of all, to…

…COMFORT (vv. 5-7) 

 Jesus had told the disciples that he was going away and they could not go with him. But as he left, he promised “another” one who would come. The one he spoke of was this one called “paraclete.” The King James Version translate this word paraclete as “Comforter.” And indeed, that was one of the primary works of the Holy Spirit in the first disciples’ lives – to comfort them in the absence of Jesus.

 “Now I go my way, to him that sent me,’ said Jesus. “And sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, it is expedient that I go away: for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come unto you. But if I depart, I will send him to you.” (John 16: 5-7)

The NIV translates the word “paraclete” as counselor. That’s pretty close to being a comforter. IN the Greek “paraclete” literally means “one who comes along side of.” That is what Jesus says the Holy Spirit will do for his friends who he leaves behind: he will “come alongside of them” to comfort and encourage them when the way gets tough.

 I wonder, do you ever feel like the disciples felt at Jesus departure…as though you’re alone and without anyone there to help you, to comfort you, to counsel you? I can assure you, if you have put your trust in Jesus, your Savior, you are not alone! You have a comforter. You have a counselor. You have a helper. 

 It has been said that Jesus departed from his disciples in one place at one time, so that he might be with all of us in all places at all times (Fleming Rutledge, The Bible and the New York Times, p. 165). The continuing presence of Jesus is with each and every one of us in the Holy Spirit.

 In one of the sweetest of all our Presbyterian confessions, The Heidelberg Catechism, Question 53 reads: “What do you believe concerning the Holy Spirit?” And the answer given reads: 

First, that, with the Father and the Son, he is equally eternal God; second, that God’s Spirit is also given to me, preparing me through a true faith to share in Christ and all his benefits, that he comforts me and will abide with me forever.

 In the Holy Spirit, Jesus comforts us, assuring us of his continuing presence in our lives, especially in those times when we feel frightened and alone.

 In this One John calls the Holy Spirit – the paraclete – we find comfort. But it is also the work of the Holy Spirit to…

DISTURB (vv. 8-11)

 Someone once said of Jesus, that he came to comfort the disturbed and to disturb the comfortable. And of course good Trinitarian theology leads us to affirm the same about the Holy Spirit that we do about the Son. Nowhere is it clearer than in verse 8-11 of John 16 that the Holy Spirit comes to disturb just as much as he comes to comforts. Listen to those verses again in the NRSV:

7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.  

In verses 5-7, Jesus is speaking to the disciples and telling them how the Holy Spirit will relate to them. He will be a comforter. However, here, in verse 8-11, Jesus shifts to speak of how the Holy Spirit will relate to the world. And here, the Holy Spirit comes as the great disturber. 

 The key word here for how the Holy Spirit will relate to the world is the Greek word elencho. It’s translated in our text today at “prove wrong.” It can also mean, “to expose”, “to reprove” and “to convict.” The Holy Spirit comes to prove wrong all that is worldly in regard three things: sin, righteousness and judgment.

 And did you notice in our NRSV how paraclete is translated? It’s “advocate.” One of the ways the word paraclete was used in classical Greek was as a judicial word to describe an attorney or prosecutor. And if one of the primary works of the Holy Spirit is to “prove wrong,” isn’t an advocate, a prosecutor, an attorney a good metaphor for the Holy Spirit here?

 Here’s the image set before us of the Holy Spirit in these verses: The advocate stands before the bar of justice and pleads the case for what it is wrong with the world. The world denies it and the advocate slowly builds the case to expose the lies of the world to the truth of God – to create such a disturbance that the world will have to face the reality of God’s truth in Jesus.

 Now, these verses may be speaking about the world, but I think that they speak to us as well. We may be disciples of Jesus, but I think if we’re all honest with ourselves, we have to admit that we still let a lot of world into our lives everyday. The Holy Spirit comes to “disturb” us when we get a little too comfortable with the world.

· When we start to do something we know in our hearts is sin and we hear that voice inside telling us “no,” that’s the Advocate speaking. The world in us will try to deny it and say, “oh, that’s not really so bad.” And the Advocate will come back again and whisper louder, “Yes, it is sin.”

·  When we think that we can make our own way in the world apart from God; when we think we can be righteous in and through our own efforts apart from Jesus Christ and we hear that still, small voice saying, “Beware of arrogance!”  That’s the Advocate speaking.

· When we think we can get away with something we know is wrong, that we will not be judged, and we hear the slightest of voices in our hearts speaking to us to think again, that is the Advocate speaking, proving us wrong.

In other words, whenever we start getting cozy with the world, the Holy Spirit will get nosy with us – disturbing us in our comfort. This too is one of the works of the Holy Spirit.

 And finally today, John’s gospel tell us the work of the Holy Spirit is to…

…GUIDE (vv.12-15)

 You may have noticed that John uses another synonym for the Holy Spirit in the text today – “the Spirit of truth.” And Jesus says to the disciples in verse 13:

13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth;
He will “guide you.” This too is a work of the Holy Spirit – to lead us down the road to what is true, especially what is true about life in the Kingdom of God; what is true for those who would abide in the continuing presence of Jesus. For, as Jesus continues speaking of the Holy Spirit he says:

For he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

In Holy Spirit, we have a teacher – one who is communicating the truth of God as He hears it from the Father and the Son, guiding us to keep our vision lifted toward the heavens in a world that constantly tries to drag us down and guide us off course. 

 Have you ever stopped to realize just how much the Holy Spirit is guiding you? 

· If it were not for the Holy Spirit guiding us, none of us would be here this day.
· If it was not for the Holy Spirit guiding you, you could not pick up your Bible, open it, read it and have the truth of God revealed to you.
· If it was not for the Holy Spirit guiding you and me, this sermon today would be dead on arrival to your ears and heart.
 But thanks be to God, we have the Spirit of truth who speaks to us of Jesus and his great love for us.

 The great reformer Martin Luther once penned:

 “I believe that I cannot by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me…”

Amen, Brother Martin! We are only here because of the Holy Spirit who comforts, disturbs and guides us all.
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