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2 Cor. 9:6-15

6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 9As it is written, ‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness 11You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; 12for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 14while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
 endures for ever.’ 
10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.
Deuteronomy 8:11-18
11 Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. 12When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, 13and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, 14then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,15who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, 16and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. 17Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own hand have gained me this wealth.’ 18But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.

Remember - -it is a word we hear almost every day in a variety of contexts.  “Remember your lunch” we may tell children as they get ready for school.  “Remember to pick up the dry-cleaning,” we may tell a spouse on their way home from work.  We are people who remember our common story each time we come to the table, baptize a child, read scripture or confess our faith.  We remember where we came from, and whose we are.  If we don’t hear “remember” then we hear “don’t forget,” which is where today’s passage begins – “take care that you don’t forget the Lord your God.”  These are the instructions to the Israelites as they prepare to cross into the Promised Land. 


What a land the Israelites were getting ready to enter!  The days of wandering through the great and terrible wilderness, the arid-wasteland full of snakes and rocks and scorpions were soon to be over.  The diet of manna and water from rocks was soon to be ended.  If we look at the verses just before today’s reading, we see where God is leading God’s people, “For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that He has given you. “


With the promises of this land of abundance comes a caution - -remember where you came from.  Remember who released you from slavery.  Remember who led you through the desert.  Remember who fed you and clothed you.  And when you are no longer hungry, when time has passed and you are eating the bountiful fruits of your labor, when you are living in fine houses and your herds and flocks and silver and gold have multiplied, remember that you did not cause any of it.  Remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.

The point is clear - - one day in the future, the Israelites will see all they have and forget they did not get here by their own hands. Yes, they raised the animals; yes they planted the crops and harvested the grain.  But without God there would be no crops, no grain, no sheep and goats.  Without God they would still be enslaved in Egypt.  And there are dire consequences for forgetting:  “if you do forget the Lord your God and follow other gods to serve and worship them, I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish.”


Have we forgotten?  I think sometimes in the world we live in, it can be hard to remember that all we have and all we are comes from God. We don’t often see the process of our food coming from field to table.  We run into the store to buy a loaf of bread, some vegetables and chicken for dinner and a gallon of milk.  The cashier takes the money we made by working, and we cook and eat.  Think about the clothes we wear  - when we purchase them, do we think about the fields where the cotton grew and the hands that assembled them?  The connection we once had to the ground and to the source of our food and shelter and clothing – the certain knowledge that God’s hand provided for us has been lost.  I didn’t see the corn grow in the fields, so I forget the miracle that takes a seed and grows it into a cornstalk.  Most of us are not plucking chickens to get dinner on the table, or weaving fibers into fabric, giving thanks for the first people who ever conceived of such things.  Our sense of where what we have comes from has been diluted by the experiences of grocery stores and shopping malls.  Or, in the work world, we often claim successes as the result of our own hard work, our own creativity, our own determination.  We landed the big account because we did the right research.  We were able to teach a new concept because of our own understanding of the material.  Sometimes we forget that without God there would have been no energy, no gifts, no skills.  Remember, all that we have and all that we are is a gift from God.


When I was ordained, a colleague of mine gave the charge - - just like when I was installed here a few weeks ago.  She was describing many of the aspects of ministry, much of the work that is done as a pastor and how easy it can be to rely on the gifts we know we have.  “You have gifts for working with adults, but don’t put your faith in that.  Put your faith in the One who gave you the gifts in the first place.  The gifts will let you down one day.  There will be those days when even the tasks you know you have gifts for do not work out.  While the gifts will fail you, God, the giver of those gifts will not.  Remember, All that we have and all that we are is a gift from God.  Trust the giver, not the gifts.

I have a story to share with you about a family that may be like yours.  It had been one of those days.  It was 7:00 and they were in the car on the way back from after school activities - -perhaps a scout meeting, football practice for one and ballet for another.  The 2 year old in the car seat was cranky - to say the least – after being driven lots of places, none of which, in his way of thinking, were any fun at all.  Dinner was going to be drive through fast food tonight for sure.  After polling what everyone wanted, the decision was made for McDonalds.  As they pulled out of the drive through and headed home, the 2 year-old finally lost any semblance of composure and started to have a full blown temper tantrum.  He was tired and hungry and could smell the promised French fries.  No amount of “we’ll be home in a minute” would pacify him, and so his Mom took out the French fries and passed them back.  As she did, she took a couple for herself - -lunch had been a long time ago, and she was hungry too.  Just as she took one, the toddler grabbed the bag and said, “No Mommy, those are my fries!  Not yours, all mine.”  And the mom thought to herself, “I earned the money for those fries, I drove us here to get them, I paid for them.  Without me, he wouldn’t have any fries at all.  Whose fries are they?”

Whose owns the fries?  Did those fries belong to the child?  Were they really the mom’s, as she thought they were?  Or did they belong to someone else completely?  If we believe what we read in the Bible, then we know they belonged to someone else entirely.  The French fries belong to God.  We know that all we have and all we are belong to God, and that we are merely stewards of God’s creation.  We are called not only to be grateful to God for what God has given us, we are called to take care of what we have been given.

Part of that call is to ask ourselves how God would want us to use what we have been given.  How is God calling us to use our energy, our money, our lives?  Is our work, whatever kind of work that may be, done in a spirit of thanksgiving for the skills God gives us to do it?  What does our budget look like - -are we using our resources in ways that honor and glorify God?  Are we giving out of a sense of gratitude or obligation?  God gave to us, and we are called to give to others.  Not begrudgingly, but cheerfully.  Not out of obligation, but out of gratitude.  We have been blessed by God with our very lives, we have been given our salvation in Jesus Christ, and we are called to share those gifts abundantly.  Our text from 2 Corinthians takes us to that next step.  Listen again to the first part:  “The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.”  Remember, all that we have and all that we are is a gift from God.  Trust the giver, not the gifts.  Share abundantly in every good work.  And that’s where the title for today’s sermon comes in - -sharing abundantly, giving generously of what we have, that takes faith on our part.

As the people of God entrusted to care for all of God’s creation, we have faith that God will indeed provide us with enough of what we need so that we may share the rest with others.  This does not mean God will give us a trip to Hawaii just because it’s Tuesday, but that we know we will be provided for.  It takes faith in God to make our offerings first, and then follow with the rest.  And it takes faith to trust the leaders of the church with our offerings.  To trust that we will hear God calling us to adequately use what God has given us, through you, to best serve and worship God.

How does God want us to use what God has given us?   That is the question we must each prayerfully ask ourselves.  How does God want us to best use what we have been given?  What does our faith say about how we respond to the blessings of our lives?  When we worship God with our offerings we are not repaying a debt or paying a bill.   We are worshipping the one who made it all possible in the first place.  Our giving is an expression of our faith in God, an expression of our faith that we will be given enough, and are called to share with others.  We give not because we have to, but because we want to, because we are called to, and cannot imagine doing anything else.

Giving to God is an expression of our faith.  It is one way we say that we trust God will provide for us, and through us provide for others.  It is one way we care for what we have been entrusted with.  Remember, all that we have and all that we are is a gift from God.  Trust the giver, not the gifts.  Share abundantly in every good work, this day and always.  Amen.
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